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TAGS: PFOR, AO, CG, BE 

SUBJECT: SHABA INVASION: ARTICLE IN NEWS MAGAZINE " SPECIAL" 

REF: KINSHASA 2905 

1 . WE HAVE FOUND NO INTERVIEWS WITH GENERAL MBUMBA IN ANY OF THE 
RECENT ISSUES OF "SPEICAL." WE BELIEVE THE EDITION 

REPORTEDLY STOPPED BY GOZ (REFTEL) WAS PROBABLY "SPECIAL" DATED 
MARCH 23 WHICH, AMONG EXTENSIVE COVERAGE OF EVENTS IN SHABA, HAD 
ARTICLE ENTITLED "THE MERCENARIES' PLAN." THIS ARTICLE, REPORTEDLY 
BASED ON OPPOSITION SOURCES IN BRUSSELS, REPEATED VIEW THAT SHABA 
INVASION WAS BUT ONE PART OF A DETAILED, THREE-FRONT INVASION 
PLAN DESIGNED TO OVERTHROW PRESIDENT MOBUTU. THE SHABA INVASPON 
WAS TO TEST THE REACTIONS OF THE FAZ AND TO BE FOLLOWED "AT THE 
END OF MARCH OR FIRST DAYS OF APRIL" BY THE REST OF THE INVASION 
PLAN, AS FOLLOWS: 

1) FROM NOQUI, ON THE LOWER ZAIRE RIVER, A COLUMN OF TWO THOUSAND 
EX-GENDARMES AND SOME THIRTY "EUROPEANS/ WOULD ATTACK BOMA AND 
MAT ADI AND THEN MOVE ON KINSHASA. 

2) FROM DAMBA AND QUIMBELE, A COLUMN OF TWO THOUSAND 
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EX-GENDARMES AND SOME TWENTY EUROPEANS, WOULD ATTACK KASONGO-LUNDA 
AND THEN SEPARATE, ONE GROUP MOVING TOWARDS KIKWIT AND THE OTHER 
TOWARDS KENGE. 

2. THE ARTICLE REPORTED OTHER RUMORS CIRCULATING IN BRUSSELS 
WHICH IT CAUTIONED SHOULD BE RECEIVED WITH "CIRCUMSPECTION, IF 
NOT SKEPTICISM." ONE WAS THAT THESE EUROPEAN MERCENARIES WITH 
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THE EX-KATANGAN GENDARMES WERE MOSTLY VETERANS OF CONGO AND 
BIAFRA SERVICE AND HAD BEEN PROMISED FB 26,000 (US$700) PER WEEK. 

ARTICLE REPORTED THAT "ONLY SMALL NUMBER," APPROXIMATELY FIFTY, 

CUBANS "WOULD " (SIC) INTERVENE IN ZAIRE, RESPONSIBLE FOR SHOWING 
EX-GENDARMES HOW TO USE SOVIET SURFACE-TO-SURFACE AND SURFACE-TO-AIR 
MISSILES USED BY MPLA. RENNER 
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